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We are so excited about
the opportunity God
has opened for us to
plant Newlife Brisbane
- right in the heart of
the CBD. It is an ‘only
God!’ journey we are
on. Newlife Brisbane is
only possible because
of the partnership we
have developed with the
Moreton Rivers Presbytery,
Wesley Mission Queensland and Albert Street
Uniting Church. This FAQ document seeks to
answer some of the questions you might have.
What is the timeline of the launch of Newlife
Brisbane?
From May 20 onwards, we will be looking
to establish a core team of people to launch
Newlife Brisbane. We will be holding a series of
‘interest nights’ in coming months, both on the
Gold Coast and in Brisbane.
Around October, and over the closing months
of 2018, we will look to hold some ‘preview’
services at Albert Street.
In February 2019, and no later than Easter 2019,
we will look to have our official public launch of
Newlife Brisbane.
When and where will Newlife Brisbane be
meeting after it launches?
Newlife Brisbane will be meeting at Albert
Street Uniting Church, right in the heart of
the Brisbane CBD. It will meet every week for
gathered worship at 4pm on Sundays. We are
so thankful to Wesley Mission Queensland and
the Albert Street Congregation for making this
incredible space available to us. The Albert
Street congregation will continue to gather for
worship every Sunday morning, as they have
for more than a century.
We are so excited to partner with them as
together we serve the city of Brisbane.

Who will Newlife Brisbane be for?
Newlife Brisbane will be for any and all who
want to attend. It will aim to reach young
urban professionals and young families in
particular. As such, we anticipate running a
full children’s ministry program from launch
date. Newlife Brisbane will be contemporary
in its worship expression, similar to our Robina
6pm gatherings.
Who will provide spiritual oversight for
Newlife Brisbane?
The spiritual oversight for Newlife Brisbane
will be provided by a local leadership team
accountable to the Newlife Elders. Moreton
Rivers Presbytery (which is where Newlife
Brisbane will be geographically located) and
the South Moreton Presbytery will exercise
oversight on behalf of the wider Uniting
Church.
Who will form the core team to launch
Newlife Brisbane?
The core team will be formed by people from
inside our current Newlife family, as well as
those who do not attend our church right
now. Over coming months, ‘interest nights’ will
be held for people inquiring about joining the
core team. Expressing interest will open up a
prayerful conversation with Mike and Sarah
about what joining the team means, and in
what capacity. Some people may choose
to relocate from the Gold Coast to Brisbane
to be a part of the core team. There will be
other options available for those wanting to
support but not move to Brisbane. Attending
the interest nights will be the best way to
understand what this could look like.
How is Newlife Brisbane being funded?
The launch of Newlife Brisbane will be
funded through three sources. We raised
approximately $39,000 last year through
our Multiply Appeal. The Moreton Rivers
Presbytery have very generously set aside
$100,000 to support Newlife Brisbane. Finally,
we will invite anyone so led, whether a part
of Newlife or not, to contribute financially as
well.
These funds will be used for equipment
purchases, advertising and marketing, wages
and salaries, research, materials etc. The

ongoing funding of Newlife Brisbane after
launch will be from the tithes and offerings of
the Newlife church family.
What will Mike’s new role be, and when will
he start in it?
Mike and Sarah have graciously accepted the
invitation of Elders to lead Newlife Brisbane.
Mike’s new role will be ‘Associate Pastor Brisbane.’ Mike’s primary responsibility will
be to lead the team that pioneers Newlife
Brisbane.
Will Mike and Sarah be moving to
Brisbane?
Mike and Sarah plan to relocate (together with
their dog, Max) to Brisbane in late 2018.
Will Mike still be a part of the Newlife
Ministry Team?
Most definitely, yes! Mike will continue to
engage with all of our ministry staff. After
relocating to Brisbane, Mike will travel to
Robina every Tuesday for our regular series of
meetings and will continue, with Stu and Jon,
to be a part of our monthly Elders meetings.
Will Mike still be a part of the preaching
ministry at Robina?
Most definitely, yes! Mike will continue to
preach regularly in our Robina AM services
- every 4-5 weeks or so, which is the rhythm
right now. He will also occasionally preach at
our Robina 6pm service.

Who will lead our Robina 6pm community,
including our young adults?
A little while ago now we began the process
of searching for the person God is calling to
lead our young adult community. We have
had a number of informal conversations
already, and may well decide to advertise the
position sometime soon. We are absolutely
committed to seeing our 6pm and young
adult communities flourish through this time
of transition and beyond.
In coming months Mike will begin to plan and
prepare for Newlife Brisbane. To release him to
do so, the Elders have decided to employ Matt
Sharp as a part time Young Adults Assistant
until we call a new Young Adults Pastor. Matt
will assist Mike as he continues to lead our
young adult community. Matt is a graduate of
Newlife College and a very gifted leader. We
are thrilled he has accepted our invitation to
serve in this way.
What will Stu’s role be moving forward?
In short, pretty much the same. Stu will
continue to provide leadership to all aspects
of Newlife’s mission and ministry. He will
continue to be the primary preacher/teacher
at our Robina 8am and 10am gatherings, and
will continue to preach from time to time at
our Robina 6pm gathering and at Newlife
Brisbane. Accountable through our Elders, he
will continue to lead our Ministry team and be
responsible for working with others in praying
and planning our church’s strategy for the
future.
What can I do to support Newlife Brisbane?

What other roles, other than leading
Newlife Brisbane, will Mike fulfil?

There is so much you can do to support this
exciting new venture:

Mike will continue to lead Newlife when Stu is
absent on leave or for any other reason. Mike,
Stu and Jon will continue to work closely
together and with the rest of our fabulous
ministry team in leading and serving our
church.

First and foremost, pray! Newlife Brisbane
needs to be soaked in believing prayer from
the start. You can sign up for prayer updates at
www.church.nu/brisbane
You can financially support Newlife Brisbane
over and above your normal giving. We invite
you to joyfully partner with us in this way.
Again, go to www.church.nu/brisbane to
give.
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